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brother. Poor boy, he was young and ignorant in spiritual
things, and therefore easily deceived; I hope and pray that the
Spirit of God will become his instructor, and reveal to him the
true state of his heart, and the broad and deep requirements
of His law. I have told you his case as one instance out of
scores of a similar kind, to caution you against pressing a con-
fession of faith in Christ before the mind is thoroughly en-
lightened and the soul fully broken down. Read Finney's
directions for the treatment of penitents; they are excellent,
the best part of the work; if you are not well acquainted with
them be sure to read them. They are in his Lectures on Re-
vivals, and don't forget to recommend James's Anxious En-
quirer to young penitents; it is worth its weight (nay, far more
than that) in gold.

I know you will rightly estimate what I have written; don't
think that I consider your danger greater than my ozvn would
be if placed in your circumstances; alas, /of all beings should
be most in danger of being vainglorious and self-sufficient, and
perhaps it is because I feel this that 1 am so anxious about
you. However, tell me, my Love, in your next all about your
soul's secret experience; tell me whether you attend faithfully
to private prayer, and how you feel when alone with God. This
is the surest test by which to judge of your state, and you never
needed it more frequently than now; the harass and turmoil
of business might be less congenial, but depend on it, my dear,
it was not more dangerous to your soul's true interest. It was
not more necessary to watch and pray then than it is now. If
you get yours quite right with God and keep it so, nothing
can hinder you from being a useful man, and I believe God
will signally own you as His servant; but if you keep back
anything from God, if you suffer self to share the glory, He
will frustrate your designs and spoil your happiness. Do, my
Love, get all condemnation cleared away, and be able to look
straight to the Throne for your encouragement and reward,
and then all you can desire while your heart is partially carnal
will then be given you, though not valued for its own sake;
like Solomon, who, when he desired simply and singly wisdom,
heavenly wisdom, gained both riches and honour and glory as
an overplus. God is so good. If we could only see Him as
He is, we should desire nothing beside Him either in earth or
heaven. Oh, let us pray and watch to get our eyes fully
opened to behold His beauty, and singly fixed on His glory*
Oh, it is a glorious state to be in:

The bliss of those who fully dwell,

Fully in Him believe,
Is more than angel tongues can tell,

Or angel minds conceive.